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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to users
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts Internationa.l
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related
topics, which thus become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base.
Oordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of

the bibliography.
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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FIRST GRADE INSTRUCTIONAL
PRACTICES, CONCEPTS OF READING, AND READING

PROCESSING STRATEGIES OrderNo. DAB500740
ALLen, JaNET KEYES, PH.D. Syracuse University, 1984. 221pp.

Research done so far has tended to focus on separate, unrelated
explanations of early reading development and has used many
different operational measures for defining various aspects of
reading. The main purpose of this study was {0 assess the
relationships between some of these explanations of early reading
developme it. First, prototypical operational definitions which had
been frequently and consistently used in past research were
identified. Using these definitions, the relationships between the
various factors in reading development were assessed. The concepts
of reading and reading processing strategies of 52 first graders taught
by difterent instructional approaches were measured as was the
teacher verbal feedtack they received. Results were reported
descriptively using percentages. There were relationships found
between instructional approach and concepts of reading, between
teacher verbal feedback and concepts of reading, and between
reading concept type and reading processing strategy. When
ditferences between high and low groups were considered, there
were relationships found between instructional approach and reading
processing strategy, between teacher verbal feedback and reading
processing strategy, and between reading concept type and reading
processing strategy. These findings were discussed in tarms of a
proposed model of factors important in developmental reading. An
asdditional purpose of this study was to determine the extant to which
different operational definitions confirmed or tailed to confirm these
relationships. Besides the prototypical definitions described above,
other operational definitions were used to measure the same factors
mentioned above. 1t was found that some of these alternative
operational definitions confirmed the relationships found when using
the prototypical definitions, some failed to confirm these
relationships, and some gave ambiguous results. The issues raised by
this study were the necessity for systematically studying the
interactive nature of reading development, the need for further
systematic assessment of the reliability of the various operational
definitions which have been used in past research, and the need for
‘considering the validity of these operational definitions.

MAGNET SCHOOLS AND ACHIEVEMENT IN READING AND
MATHEMATICS OrderNo.DAB424201

Buasie, James A Ep.D. Columbia University Teachers College, 1984.
B4pp. Sponsor. Protessor William P. Anderson

The magnet school concept grew out of the 1360's alternative
school movement. its rapid spread was result of both local and
national desegregation movements. Court orders and the availability
of special funding under the 1964 Emergency School Aid Act, Title
IVC, led to the impiementation of the magnet schoo! concept.

By the end of the 1970's. the integratioﬁ movement of the previous
decade had been infiuenced by the change in the composition of the
population in urban centers and by the decline in governmental
support Urban sociologists foresaw the beginning of the housing and
business revitalization movement of the late 1970's Educators

view that the key to this movement wouid be 8 city's
:52::;‘::! syes‘:em. They baliaved that the magnet school woulkd be a
pilotin guiding the reformation of the_ school system. adb
Studies done to examine the quality of gducahon provided by
magnet schools to achieve this end are limited. The data relating 10
the achievement of magnet students as versus non magnet students
® m‘fr'noi: :ltk::sd';ixamined the achievement levels of one dis'tnc_t's'
magnet school students as compared to students in ghe dnstnc_t s":\o;\
magnet schools. The students were matched according to their thir
grade State achievement test scores, Ahey completing three years n
each program, their sixth grade State achievement test scores in
reading and mathematics were analyzed. in reading, there was &
significant ditference in achievement in two of the three years
reported. In mathematics, of the twelv:.sublestsi analyzed, only one
a significant difference in achievement. .
r‘pg::cf’inal ghapter identifies and discusses issues needing further
research in order to clarity the influence of magnet schools on
education and communities.

A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE ORAL READING
BEHAVIOR OF SELECTED URBAN STUDENTS: A FIVE-YEAR
LONGITUDINAL DESCRIPTIVE STUDY Order No. DA8425841

Brown, M xoTity LioYo, Pu.D. Georyia State University - College of
Education, 1984. 209pp. '

Purpose. The purpose of this longiudinal descriptive study was to
describe the growth and changes in the oral reading behavior and
reading comprehension, language use, and standardized test
performance of selected proficient readers as they moved through
school from second to sixth grade.

Methods and Procedures. Selected proficient readers from a
majority biack, majority low socioeconomic le' el, urban, metropolitan
school system were interviewed each spring for five years. The audio-
taped yearly sessions included a rapport-setting interview and
coliection of an intormal ianguage sample, orai reading selections
following the Reading Miiscue Inventory format, and tormal language
assessment with the Sentence Repetition Task. The subjects aiso
participated yearly in the system-wide stardard reading achievement
test program. The data obtained were processed with SPSS and
Linepiot procedures to produce frequencies, m=ans, standard
deviations, distributions, growth curves, and graphic representations
of the changes.

Results. The 14 proficient readers in this study made fewer
substitution and irsertion miscues as they moved from second 1o
sixth-grade. They made aimost no omission or reversal miscues
during the entire length of the study. They demonstrated definite
growth in language proficiency and used fewer nonstandard
language structures in sixth grade. They made few to no function or
reconstruction word omissions or errors during the investigation. The
standardi~ed test scores of these proficient readers varied greatly by
subject f: sm year to year. With two exceptions, they were always more
than one standard deviation above the mean.

Conclusions. As a group, these proficient readers maintained their
early academic head-stal. They made increasingly fewer miscues on
increasingly more difficult reading materials Their retelling scores. an
indication of reading comprehension, improved They used
increasingly mnore correct function and reconstruciion words and
fewer nonstandard larguage structures as they moved trom second
1o sixth grade.




THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER ASSIST:D INSTRUCTION UPON
READING ACHIEVEMENT WITK SELECTED FOURTH.-GRADE
CHILDREN Order No. DA8427899

Bava, VinGiniA, E0.D. The University of Nebraska - Lincoln, 1984,
75pp. Adviser: Gordon Greene

The purpose of the study was 1o determine the effect of computer-
assisted instruction upon reading achievement with selected fourth-
grade students. The ctudents in the study were given trad.i!ional
reading instruction along with computer-assisted instruction. A
comparisor, of this group with a group of students receiving only the
traditional reading instruction was conducted.

A review of selected literature was conducted to gain background
and supportive information to the development of the study.

One hundred thirty-two fou rth-grade students comprised the
experimantal and control groups for the fifteen-week study. The
Canfornia Achievement Tests were sdministered as the pre- and
postteat measures to all subjects in the resaarch.

Two-way analysis of variance (1 repeated measure) ‘ests, the -
test, and the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient were
used 10 analyze the data.

No significant ditlerence existed between the means of the
expir mental and the control groups on reading comprehension.
However, students in the experimental group showed a significant
gain between the administrations of the pretest and tix posttest,

Based upon the findings of this study. the following conclusions
were drawn. (1) From an educational viewpoirt, the experimental
group made a significant gain. (2) Matching the software to the
objectives being taught in the traditional reading curriculum appears
to be an elfective educational practice.

Based upon the findings of this study, the following
recommendations were made. (1) A study should be conducted
assigning students randomly to the experimental control groups in
1»ne school with the same teacher conducting classes for both
groups. (2) More than one computer should be placed in the

classroom to allow more computer time for students in order to
ascertain whether increased amount of time would affect
achievement. (3) A study should be conducted in Chapter | reading
programs. (4) Further research shouid be conducted due to the
limited number 5! studies.

PRACTICE CENTERS: AN ACTIVITY-BASED SEATWORK
PROGRAM FOR READING AND MATHEMATICS IN
ELEMENTARY SCHQOL OrderNo. DA8420994
gumkeTT, CanoLyn McKenzs, Eo.D. The University of Florida, 1984.
98pp. Chairman: Dr. William D. Hedges

The Practice Center research project was an activity-based
seatwork rogram designed for Lse in an elementary school. Tho' _
program was implemented to explore and improve sutwor_k actiw@.
for students working indepandently while tha teachaer was instructing
small groups in reading or mathematics. Twenty teachers, 2
slementary schools, and 387 students were involved in the research.
The researcher investigated improving achigvement in reading or
mathematics based on 4 sets of concepts: (a) Piaget's :
developmental stages of children, (b) an active learning environment
o8 espoused by Dewey. (c) provision for ditferences in perceptual
jsarning preferences, and (d) teaching practices related to student
academic achievement. A pretest. posttest nonequivalent control
group design was utilized to analyze the lchiovempnt score data
gathered on students in grades ona, two and four in the hyo
slementary schools. Otservational data were collected with the
COKER observational instrument (1 979) to record student-teacher

behaviors. The data were collected on the treatment teachers and
stucents during whole group instruction versus the Practice Center
setting to compare the two methods concerning vared instructionsl

materials, the amount of feedback 1o stud de
. ] enls,
'a.q.c.%mmodltlon of n_d.qﬁﬂ.d learner needs. Th:zz:i\gs:r:::x: ta
“4‘: " mtjo ;:Z:;or: :disangqu'l;a;\t eftect on achievemen’ gains in fir:t and
. and fourth grade mathematics
thQOdPrlctncq Center treatment. The Practice Center Pr:g?atr:edt':. o
gt‘. ”:sno ?.lmsTcomparabte.to the ontrol group in reading and
mnt'orill: ::1 mr; :::::dr\é:g:r;ll rtaLa showed the use of more varied
‘ ‘ 0 students in the Practice Ce e
setting than during whole group i i
. . P instruction. The data on !
:\&u:m:cquestf_n of accommodating identifiec learner n:.eda 7]
m.gn shily higher in the Practice Center setting. Guidelines for
room practice, project planning, and teacher inservice are
presented as well as implications for further reses. ch

.

AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF READING
COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION IN INTERMEDIATE GRADE

CLASSROOMS : OrderNo. DAB425038

" S
s e y' m

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study w é
::d qofcelntage of tnme‘devoted to the teaching of ion:;rt:hdm“m":
ors ma classes of the intermediate grades in selected elementary
ools. An additional purpose was to identify and record the
categories of instruction employed by reading teachers.
e Procedure. Observaglons of eighteen reading teschers in grades
.p;cc; :fr::t :?:':ilv:' d'l‘.i;;yﬂ% readir‘\)g classes were conducted for an
i e ours. Data obtained in these observat;
included timing of each teaching behavior, a g
tr‘.;:tc :ehmor. t!n audience to which it was nddd'r‘cesodrip“t"th:. ;.u?:.oz
s o:n‘g. m:::n:::“r;g :.c::mg of oe'lch teaching behavior ino either
0onee of comprehension instruction
one of the six general cat V o repors
or r;:;?. . ':goin wmm mmcﬂon. Resuits were reponied
ings. An analysis of tive reves ¥
percentages of teaching time w:::. dmt..:l tomr::ct!m jollowing
comprehension instruction: 40.3 percent at grade tf'\r:ou 54
gr::vf:du? and §2.4 percent at grade five. Of the total to'achmn.
Sorvad. rr: .:::qmg classes, 50 percent was devoted to reading
. rene: W"em n':ctnon. All qucgﬂc comprehension categories of
notmove n wers employed at some time during the observations but
Tnchez , cher employed all of the comprehension categories
mme:t .T;:I?é :;roe‘lo.yong ;hr: compreheor'ulon categories of ‘
hent, a ' paration.
:t'o‘g:ncs of mstruption. the greatest percentt::e:‘;fg t‘e?crr:‘ ti
pent in transitional and non-instructional aclivities n time
Wc.:c:’ncluslans. lfrom the tindings in this study, ‘
nwr;. reading comprehension is taught primarily through
assessment of comprehension and through preparation for

cz\:;::e:;on direct instruction of comprehension skills seldom
foadbask Tm:":'" 10 provide appropriate instructional
com sion 80 & Owever, are attempting to teach readin
o prehen percent of the instructional time during relgding

28 percent of the instry :
transitional and non.instructional ac w;'.‘:.ﬂd time /‘ spent in

these conclusions

’
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE APPROPRIATENESS AND AMOUNT
OF DECODING PRACTICE PROVIDED FIRST-GRADE
CHILDREN IN THE READERS OF FIVE COMMERCIAL BASAL
READING PROGRAMS Order No. DABA427779

GOTTPREOSON, CONRAD ARTHUR, PH.D. Brigham Young University,
1984. 149pp. Chairman: Grant Von Harrison

Today, more than 30 percent of the primary grade teachers in
America use commercial basal reading programs 1o teach reading.
Basal reading programs have been evalualed against many standards
during the past decade. For the most part, sta_ndards have centered
on content issues (i @., sexism, racism, morallsm). However, they have
not attended to the phonetic structure and practice inherently .
provided in the readers children read. §ven th0ugh a basal series may
provide guidance to teachers for tea_chmp phlldrep to read .
phonetically, children may be receiving limited or mapproprgaios
phonetic decoding practice in the stories they read.llf s0, this lack of
appropriate d ecoding practice could beidenymg children the
opportunity to develop proficient decoding sknllis.. .

Atext analysis procedure was developed .utnhzmg & .
microcomputer Five basal series were examined (Houghton Mitflin,
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Economy, Ginn, and Holt). The data

‘blained from the analys:is substantiated the concerns listed above.

AN EXTENSION OF HABECKER'S STUDY OF READING
QUESTIONS IN SELECTED BASAL READERS

OrderNo.DAB425040

GRaNATH, GREGORY KEITH, PH.D. East Texas State University, 1984.
138pp. Adviser: Mary L. Jernigan

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study is 1o extend a
study co:npleted by Habecker (1976) that focused on patterns of
questions in teachers manuats of seiected basai readers,
Comparisons weare made between the patterns in reference to grade
levels, time periods, and basal reader companies.

Procedure. Lesson plans from American Book, Ginn, Houghton
Miflin. and Scott Foresman were chosen. Also, Macmilian basal
lesson plans were selected from this series.

Three lesson plans from each mar-ual, on the second, fourth, and
sixth grade level, were chosen arbitrari; The investigator then
selected questions supplied for the teacher to ask students during
reading lessons. Apprnpriate questions were considered 10 be direct
or indirect questions or problems that required a single specific
response from the student.

Three judges rated the chosen questions using ctassification
guidelines based on the six levels of Bioom's Taxonomy: Knowledge,
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis. and Evaluation.
The classilied questions were separated into percentages of the total
number of quesiions on each grade level.

The data obtained were analyzed in three manners. First, question
patterns were compared between the four basal series studied.
Second. question catterns were compared between the second,
tourth, and sixth grade levels studred. In addition. question patterns
trom the Macmillan series, notincluded in the 1976 study, were
compared to reading question patterns found in the four basal serwes
covered in the 1976 and present studies.

Findings There were wide dilerences in observed reading
guestions There was no apparent plan tor a specific distribution ¢t
questions

Although Knowlecge and Comprehension questions shill co'nsmutc
a majority of questions in ma st series, their frequency has declined in
relation to earlier periods. Apphication questions had a dramatic
increase from the first two periods There has not been a general
ncrease in the three upper-level classes of questions: Aqalysis.
Synthesis, and Evaluation.

Conclusions Results of this study indicated that lower-level
guestions have decreased in basal series, but there has been no
general increase in upper-level questions. Furthermore, no basal
series had a clear pian for an appropriate distribution of questions.

A CCMPARISON OF THE EFFECTS OF SUSTAINED SILENT
READING WITH AND WITHOUT STIMULANT EXPERIENCES
ON ATTITUDES TOWARD READING AND READING

ACHIEVEMENT OF FOURTH- AND FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS

OrderNo. DAB425041

Green, HELEN RuTH HYOE, Pyi.D. East Texas State University, 1964.
163pp. Adviser: LaVerne Ftorie

Purpose of the Study. This study was initiated to examine the
efiects of reguiar sessiong of Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) with and
without stimulant experiences, in addition to regular reading
instruction, on attitudes ‘oward reading and reading achievement
when compared with attitudes and achievement! of students who
received regular reading instruction with no SSR.

Procedure. The subjects for the twenty-four-week study were sixty
fourth- andg seventy-three fitfth-grade students in three classes at sach
level in a 625-student 5chool. At each level, Group | was involved in
four twenty-minute SGR sessions with stimulant experiences each
week, Group It in four twenty-minute SSR sessions without stimulant
expeariences. and Group Il in no SSR Each group was pretested and
posttested with the stes Artitude Scale and the Reading

Comprehension Test of the Metropo'itan Achievement Tests.
The data were analyzad using analiysis of Covariance win ine .05

level established t¢ determing significance of differences among
experime.tal and control groups. Pretest scores on reading attitudes
and achievement were used as covariates to adjust for initial
differences among the groups.

Findings: As measured by the Estes Attitude Scale and the
Metropolitan Reading Comprehension Test, no significant differences
were revealed among fourth- or fifth-grade students in attitudes
toward reading or reading achievement irrespective of their
involvement in SSK.

Conclusiors. Sustained Silert Reading with or without stimulant
experiences is as effective at improving attitudes toward reading and
reading achievement of fourth- and fifth-grade students when used
with a regular reading program as is a regular reading program with
no SSR. Observations of teachers indicated that SSR seemed t¢
produce these positive results: (1) The SSR sessions were enjoyable
for students and teachers. (2) Students read more than they would
have reac) without the SSR sessions. (3) Because of the stimulant
experiences, students selected materials that otherwise wouid have
been neglected. (4) Teachars became aware of the kinds of materials
students preferrad o read.




IMAGERY AND QUESTION STRATEGIES IN TEXT LEARNING
Order No. DAB415466

HERRINGTON. SCOTT Syaten. Pu D. Arizona State University, 1984,
83pp.

Mental imagery Has received considerable research attention as a

learning aid tor the resall of text. However. the eff ective.ness of
.imagery as contrasted with other adjunct instructional techniques has
not been well researched. The purpose of this study was to compare
the effects of imagery to those of a text-only treatment, inserted
written questions, and massed oral questions.

The sample consisted of 316 sixth-grade subjects. Subjects were
biocked into high and low reading groups on the basis of
standardized reading scores, then randomly assigned within each
bidck 10 one of four treatments: mental imagery, inserted questions,
orai questions, or text alone Post hoc analyses ied to the inclusion of
subject gender as a factor in the study.

The materials consisted of four treatment-based versions of a
1200-word passage about future energy sources. Subjects worked

: through the matenals, the: . the following day compieted a 20-item
constructed-response test and a brie. questionnaire. Performance
data were analyzed using a 4 (learning strategy) x 2 (reading level) x 2
(s@x) univariate analysis ¢t variance. Learning time and data from the
post-instruction questionnaire were aiso analyzed, .

The two question treatments were significantly more effective than
the imagery and text-only conditions. Mean scores on the 20-item test
weare 11.70 for the oral-question group, 10.98 for inserted questions,
7 66 for imagery. and S 42 for the text-only group. The gquestion
conditions took longer to complete. but remained significantly more

N effective when learning time was controlled statistically. As expected,
high readers outperformed low readers. Frequency of imagery use, as
determined by self-report data, was not related to posttest scores.

Questionnaire data revealed that subjects accurately judged the
effectiveness of their treatments. Subjects in guestion groups rated
their treatments as easer and more helplul and rated the posttest as

 easier Ratings did not differ on ite.ns dealing with interest, eftort, and

readmg dithculty.

| "e results clearly favor the use 'of questions over imagery in
sfforts 10 improve classroom recs’; of textual material. Considerstions
related to cost, learning time, und convenience are important in
sslecting a question strategy.

ARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN'THE READING READINESS
ND READING PERFORMANCE OF KINDERGARTEN 22091
MHILDREN: A FIELD STUDY Order No. DAB4

v, ELaive Becxen, Ep.D. University of lllinois at Urbana-
hampaign, 1984. 287pp. g
i ) [ diness &
tudy was designeo '~ present a reading réa
n;:::; .progyram to kindergarten children through the use of pl{:'nw
wolvement. In all the parent-oriented progr_lms stqdod, plr:?me
avolvement significantty improved the reading achevement

-hild. The studies have shown that children can Inm:g ':oc..dnat an
;ar\y age, that the formal approach to reading Iﬂstﬂilic i A can
succeed atthe kindergarten level. and that parerta nvol‘ T
improve chidren's school pedormlance. ll: ;r:;d a::;l::l:;;:rt . : efiect
that parental involvemen s
;t: :yc:ial:": :J::dmg a‘::h»evement. The'purpou of t'h!:i s::gy was {0
asses, the etficacy of a program in whngh teacho':r;l. a o the
prescriptive prereading and resding mlm coui:: :‘?h el
kindergarten ciassroom and then practiced at home

help

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

In terms of pupil achievement as it related to the various leveis of
parental involvement, it was felt that the orientation-training sessions
for parents which rulininated in the home learning kits were most
valuable. Through the oriantation-training sessions, parents became
aware of their child's individual needs and rate of progress. They
learned to provide challenges for the children to a degree through the
homae learning kits, and also evaluate their success. .

Even though follow-up studies were not conducted in this case
study, it might be assumed that parents involved in this study
continued to help their child at home (i.e., parents might continue te
be invoived as a result of this study). Questionnaire replies indicated
that teaching/learning at home was enjoyable bath for the parent and
child.

THE EFFECTS OF INTENSIVE INTERVENTION ON
VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT OF SEVENTH GRADE
STULENTS-IN READING

JounsON, Frances Lanier, Ep.D. University of Southern Callfornia,
1984. Chairman: Professor Grayce A. Ransom

Purpose. The purpose was to measure the effects of intensive
intervention on vocabulary development in reading using the five-step
Johnson Vocabulary Development Model and researcher-developed
teaching materials as well as researcher-developed criterion-
reierenced testing instruments.

Procedures. The study used an experimental research design
whereby experimental participants were matched with control
participants. Participants were seventh grade students in a unified
school district in Southern California. Students in the experimental
aroup were selected or, the basis of enroliment In a seventh grade
reading class in adherence to district policies. Students in the control
group were those who, for various reasons established by district
policy, were not enrolled in & seventh grade reacing ciass. intenmve
intervention in vocabulary development was given to students In the
experimental group. Control group participants received no intensive
intervention. The lowa Tests of Basic Skills subtests "Vocabulary™
and "Reading Comprehension"” served as the pretest/posttest
instrument. The research-developed criterion-referenced
pretest/postest was used with the experimental group to assess
effectiveness of vocabulary development model and teaching
materiala. '

Findings. Pretest/posttest comparisons revealed the experimental
group to have higher raw scores for ITBS " Vocabulary” and "Reading
Comprehension” subtests than the control group. However,
significance at the previoualy established .05 level was not achieved
by the findings.of .151 for vocabulary development. No significant
differences werfound to exist between the groups with regard %
reading comprehghsion. No significant differences between the sexes
were found to exist with regard to the number of words learned by
sach sex. A correlation of .72 was found 10 exist between the
researcher-developed pretest/posttest and the ITBS "Vocabulary™
subtest. A correlation of .67 was found 1o exist between the
researcher-deveioped pretest/postiest and the ITBS "Reading
Comprehension” subtest.

Conclusions. The intensive intervention in vocabulary
development produced slightly better results than was found to exist
in the control group but not significantly so.

Recommendations. It is recommended that some systematic
method to enhance vocabulary development be used in the
classroom.

{Copies availatie exclusively from Micrographics Departiment,
Doheny Library, USC, Los Angeies. CA 90088.)
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THE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS MODES OF EYE MOVEMENT
CALISTHENICS ON SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS’ READING
. RATES, REACING COMPREHENSION AND ATTITUDES
TOWARDS READING OrderNo. DAB427548
JoLognsma, JOHWN Eowanp, PH.D. .Univorsity of Georgia, 1984. 275pp.
Director: Bob W. Jerrolds
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of three
methods of eye movement calisthenics on the reading rates,

comprehension, achievement, attitudes towards reading and attitus
towards the various treatments of gixth grade studenis. The methods

of training were machine pacing, timed readings and phr- se readings. -

The effects of thase methods, and the three methods in combination,
on the experimental groups were compared to the results achieved by
acontrol group trained with a comprehension emphasis.

The sampie consisted of 99 sixth grade students in a northeast
Georgia public school. :

All subjects were pretested with the Teale anu Lewis Reading
Attitude Scale, the American School/ Achievement Test and the first
lesson of the 20 lesson Optimum Reading Achievement (level 1)
series.

Training in reading improvement was implemented immediately
after the pretest data were collected. Training took place twice a week
for appromimately 45 minutes each time from January 23, 1984 to
March 1. 1984. Approximately 9 hgurs were spent in training. The
groups differed only in the method of practice used during rereadings
ot each of the 18 lessons used for training.

The last of the 20 lessons served as a postieat of reading rate and
comprehension. Immediately following the last lesson, the Teale and
Lewis Reading Atthuce Scale and the American School Achievement

Test were administered 1o all groups. Finally, the Listed Thought
Procedure was administercd to each group.

A three- step statistical procedure was used to evaluate the effects
o treatment. Theae steps included; (1) an overall multiple analysis of
variance, (2) pairwise multiple analysis of variance and (3) univariate
analysia.

The resulis indicated that all four treatment groups were
significantly faster in reading rate than the control group. There were
no significant group differences in attitude towards reading or
achievement. However, the machine pacing group and the mixed
treatment group were significantly lower in comprehension than the
control group. The timed reading group was significantly lower in
read ng rate than the machine pacing group. Thus, the phrase
reading method offered the best combination of increased reading
e while maintaining comprehension. The phrase reading method
weas 2/80 rated by the subjects as the best:liked method of training.

»

FAILURE .\IN BEGINNING READING: PROBLEMS IN
"MASTERING A COMPLEX COGNITIVE TASK
OrderNo. DAB423077

Kitian. Lawrence Joun, Pu.D. City University of New York, 1984,
199pp. Adviser: Professor Shirley Feldmann

Chuidren’s problems in mastering beginning reading skills were
studied by examining the orrelates of the performance of second
and third grade average and poor readers on a list of words
commeoniy found in basal readers in grades one through four. The
approach taken was to use characteristics of persons (such as, their
phonemic segmentation skill) to predict their performance reading the
word st and to use the characteristics of words such as, the
compiexity of their letter-sSound correspondences to predict the
number of errors made on each word.

The results suggest. as hypothesized, that the complexity of letter-
sound correspondances within words is 3 critical factor in beginning
+eanding tailure. Students who had not mastered the compiex’ietier:

~d correspondence system were less likely to read words
~orrectly thar students who had mastered the correspondences
Also. words which are more complex in terms of the number and

difficulty of their letter-sound correspondences were less |i
read correctly than words with few and smple cor‘::;pe::dl:‘:éao "

Grade_ level also emerged as an important variable. As ‘
hypothesn;ed. the categorization of the words according 1o the grade
level at which they are typically included in basal readers was a
powerful predictor of reading errors on individual words and the
grade level of the subjects was aiso a good predictor of subjects’
success on the word list. Third-grade subjects read 85 percent of the
::'rrde: ﬁor[re:tly, while second-gra.e subjects read only 58 percent
r..ding¥|ilu : .suggats that instruction may piay a role in beginning

Other variables were not found 10 be related to beginni i
failure. As hypothesized, phonemic segmentation sklllgw:;nr?orter.:;ntogd
to performance on the word list. G~ trary to what was hypothesized
however, vocabulary knowledge, and inte!lectual ability, as '
represented by a score onthe Cognitive Abilities Test, were not
reiated to the subjects’ performance on the word list.

Taken togetr | the analyses of both person and task
chl_rlctom_ma suggest that failure in beginning reading resuits from
the increasing compiexity of letter-sound correspondences in words

and students’ problems mastering that ¢ i
—dan [} ompiexity through

THE EFFECTS OF ORAL REPEATED READING ON SECOND
GRADE STUDENTS' ORAL READING ACCURACY, RATE,
AND COMPREHENSION OrderNo. DABS0039S

KocH, KATHAYN ANN, Pu.D. Purdue University, 1984, 143 Maj
Professor: Pose Lamb Pp. Tt

T?\e study was designed to investigate the effects of repeated
reading on word recognition accuracy, reading rate, contextual
lcceptabll‘ity of errors. oral reading phrasing, text explicit
‘c:‘:wpfehqfsion. and text implicit comprehension. Additionat

Poses were to explore the effect of different numbers of repetitions
of repeated reading and the effects of i i
oty [*} ts of repeated reading on reading

A simple posttest-only control group design was empioyed. Forty-
eight second grade students who averaged 95% word r:‘coygnitio?.‘?\'
Delow on two, third grade passages were randomiy assigned 0 one of
thres experimental groups (two repetitions, four repetitions, or sint
repetitions) or to the control groug.

Al subjects met individuaily with the researcher when reading
sight practice passiges and thres test passages. Practice passages
were read two, four, or six times and test passages were read ong
time. No comprehension instruction took place. Subjects were
informed of the numbaer of errora they made and the time it took to
read each passage. The Survey of School Attitudes was administered.

AMANCOVA, with the average number of words and average
reading rate from the selection test passages serving as covaristes,
was performed for six dependent variables (word recognition
accuracy, oral reading rate, contextual acceptability of errors,
phrasing, text explicit comprehension, and text implicit
comprehension) on each of the three test passages. Scores from the
SurwyA of School Attitudes were analyzed by means of a one-way

The three MANCOVAS parformed on the test passages were
sigrficant. Repeated reading significantly affected the number of
worus read correctly, reading rate, added pauses, and contextually
unaccepiabie errors, as measured by each test. The number of
unmarked pauses was significant on the first immediate test.
Significant post hoc analyses indicate that when averaged, the three
experimental groups read more words correctly than the control
group, the two-repetition group read significantly faster than the
control and six-repetition groups, the six-repetition group
acknowledged significantly more unmarked pauses on the first
immaediate test than the average of the control and two-repetition
groups, lnd the experimental groups added significantly more
inappropriate pauses than the control group. There were no
differences among groups for reading attitude.
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EVALUATING ThHE 'MPLEMENTATION OF A READING
PROGRAM

MacNamara, DavioLee En D University of Toronto (Canada), 1984
Chairperson: Dr John Holland

The study examined the impiementation of an informal reading
program by the Primary Division in one school. During the past

decade some questions have been raised about the conceptualization
and the process of implementing informal programs. Empirical studies

of informal programs have emphasized the naed for further research
to examine and analyze in detail the attempts schools have made in
implementation.

The study set out to describe implementatign in one schoot using
an ethnographic-qualitative methodology. The methodology
incorporated observation ijdfe classrooms, and the use of a
questionnaire and focussedl interviews with the teachers,
administratois and consultants. In the focussed interview an
instrument developed by Hall and Loucks ("The Level of Use of the
Innovation™; 1975) was employed as a means for determining the
teachers’ use of an informal reading program. Data from interviews,
and observations, were analyzed using an implementation model
proposed by Fullan (Facturs Related to (In)Effective Implementation;
1974).

The study usad six focal Questions to guide the analysis. Five of
the questioris were concerned with the implementation process and
the sixth with the efficacy of Fullan's model. The conclusions of the
study were that: (1) teachers were at difierent stages of development
in terms of their knowledge, values and skills for implementing an
informal reaZing program. (2) teachers experienced a wide rangpe of
feelings about the process of implementing an informal reading
program. (3) the perceptions of teachers, administrators and
consultants varied depending o the value that they had for the
program and on their involvement in it. (4) a person viewed as a
change agent was needed to provide continuity and leadership.

(S) the change agent needed to be a knowledgeable, skilled person

with a positive attitude toward informal reading programs. (6) Fullan's

model was seen as an effective instrument to guide the
implementation and assess the process at given stages.
The recommendations of the study were that Fullan's model by

expanded with point-scale protocols defining teacher behaviours; that

principals and teachers be provided with intensive in-sarvice in the
use of the model; that the principal and the consultant be actively
involved in the implementation process; that the consultant should
interpret to teachers the problems of implementation revealed by the

use of the model. that the focussed interview technique be used as an

instrument for gathering data about implementation; and that long
tearm ethnographic studies be initiated in which Fullan's model is used
for guiding the implementation.

PREDICTION: AN AID TO COMPREHENSION
OrderNo. DAB427679

McELROY, BiLLIE BRUNDAGE, ED.D. Ok/ahoma State University, 1984.
96pp. '

Scope of Study. The purpose of this study was ‘o investigate the
eff ectiveness of teaching prediction strategies versus traditional
methods of reading instruction to sixth grade middle school students.
This study hypothesizes that there will be no significant d fferences
between the total reading, comprehension and vocabulary scores of
middie students using prediction strategies and those using
traditional instruction. The subjects who were one hundred sixty
students who were between eieven and twelve years of age,
represanting Caucasian, Biack. Spanish, Indian and Vietnamese
ethnic groups, were drawn from four middle schools in the Oklakoma
City School District. Using a post-test only design the data was
collected from the control group and treatment group using post test

scores on the Califorria Achievement Test, level 16. One-way analysis
of variance was used {0 anaiyze the data. ;

Findings and Conclusions. Results of the study found no
significant diferences between the control group and the treatment
group, therefore all hypotheses ware not rejected.

Two determining factors may have influenced the'study. One,
prediction strategies were taught for a short period of time in the
curriculum. A longer period of time may have made a difference and
two, the fact that both groups were instructed in the same room may
have created the Hawthorne effect.

’

EVIDENCE OF EMERGENT READING BEHAVIORS IN YOUNG
CHILDREN'S INTERACTIONS WITH FAVORITE STORYBOOKS
Nrusr No. DAB42328S

Orvo, BevenLy WHITE, PH.D. Northwestern University, 1984. 196pp.

The purpose of this study was to examine children's emergent
reading abilities by contrasting assisied and independent storybook
interactions prior to conventional reading. Using a Vygotskiian
parspective children's emergent reading behaviors were analyzed in
terms of the zone of proximal devalopmant and the transition from
imerpsychological to intrapsychological functioning.

The subjects were children between 2'4 and S years old, enrolled
in & day care center. Twenty-four children were interviewed in one
study and seventeen in a second, tv.0 months |ater. For each study,
six storybooks were introduced and vsed in the classroom over a
period of two weeks, following which each child’s storybook
mteractions with a familiar adult examiner were audiotaped and
videotaped.

Analysis of the assisted storybook interactions indicated the
children's responses appeared to fall into five categories: non.vertal
resoonse, conve: 2ational response, echo-like resporise, semantic ally
equivalent response, and verbatim-like response. Independent
storybook interactions were analyzed by Sulzby's Emergent Reading
Ability Judgments Scale for Favorite Storybooks. Some of the

behaviors found in the assisted interactinns resembled those found in

independent interactions. Zones of proximal development were
described by comparing combinations of assisted and independent
interactions for individual children. In nearly all assisted.independent
combinations, children's responses ga-e evidence of higher levels of
emergent reading ability when receiviv.g assistance than when
interacting independently.

The study provided evidence for a gradual transition from
interpsychological functioning to intrapsychological functioning when
interacting with a storybook. Children's responses during assisted
and independent storybook interactidng did not appear to occur )
randomly, but were based in the children's developing knowledges
stout written language and reading. Zones of proximal deveiogment
indicated knowledges which were in the process of deveiopment but
were not yet cperating at an independent lsvel. implications for future
research in the area of storybook interactions are discussed.
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A COMPARISON OF VIDEO FORMAT MICROCOMPUTER
PRACTICE, MICROCOMPUTER DRILL AND PRACTICE, AND
WORKBOOK ACTIVITIES ON LEARNING AND RETENTION
OF A READING SKILL . Order No. DA8504832

Prwca, Amsen TipYon, Pu.D. University of Georgia, 1884. 148pp.
Director: George E. Mason

The purposa of this study was to investigate the effectivaness of
three different types of practice on the learning and reten’lon of a
reading skill, i.e., synonym knowlecige. Subjects were 80 fifth-grade .
students who were rank-ordered a.nd randomly assigned 10 one of the
folowing three ireatment groups based on their scores from a
synonym pretest: Group A = videc forniat micrognmputer practice,
Group B = microcomputer drill ar.d practice, and 3roup C =
workbook activities.

Video format microcomputer practice was delivered via three
programs created from a commercially availabie utility program. The
utility program allowed the insertion of the same synonyms used by
the other two groups into a game format and incorporated
motivational features such as increasing levels of difficulty, rapid
pace. and visual and auditory feedback. Microcomputer drill and
practice was delivered via three programs created with another
commaercially available utility program. These programs presented the
same practice synonyms in a multiple choice format with four options.
Workbook activites were patterned after the synonym activities found
in the basal workbook normally used by subjects and after synanym
aclivities in commercial workbocks recommended for use at the fifth
grade level.

Al subjects practiced the same 34 synonym pairs on three
succeasive days for 12 minutes each for a total of 38 minutes of
actice. Subjects were administered a synonym posttest on the”
=llowing day and again seven days later.

Data frem these postiests were analyzed by one-way analyses of
viriance. The results indicated no significant ditferences among the
three treatment groups for either learning or retention of aynonym
knowledge.

A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF REALISM IN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL BASAL READING TEXTBOOKS

Order No. DAB424850
Revunen, JON ALLan, £0.D. Montans State University, 1984. 171pp.

The research method of content analysis was used to determine
the amount of realism in stories in eight basal reading series

. Amaericans, or Asians) were found 10 have & higher level of realiem

than stories without minority group major characters. Everyday
stories with non-middie-class urban settings were found to have the
same lavel of realism as everyday atories with middie-class suburban
settings. Stories with anthropmorphic characters were found 10 have
a lower level of realism than stories without anthropomorhic
characters. Fairy stories were found t0 have the same level of realiam
as non-fairy stories. ’

Only one story in the sample was sat in the future, only one was set
in Africa (with White major characters’, and only one mentioner!
divorce. No stories mentioned pregnancy. No stories emphas.zed
conflict between parents, and only ors emphasized sibling rivairy.
Moat stories set in foreign lands were myths or leger.is. Traditional
fairy stories with wicked wilches have been replaced by stuffad animal
stories that lack realism.

The investigator conciuded that the basal reading series sampied
do not provide children living in cur modern society an adequate core
of chiidren's iiterature,

READING COMPREHENSION: A CLASSROOM APPLICATION
OF THE GENERATIVE MODEL OrderNo. DA8428290

RicuanDS, GRany Lunp, Ep.D. Brigham Young University, 1984.
87pp. Chairman: Paul F. Cook

A study was condi'cted to examine ths reading comprehension
scores of ten sixth-grade students in a classroom setting whn were
trained to use generative activities. A small-N research approach with
an A-B-A.B design was utilized. Following baseline sessions subjects
were trained, using a cognitive modeling procedure. 10 generats:

(1) a summary statei nent about each reading passage and
»(2) connections (relations or associations) that could be made

' &tween each passage and each subject's previous knowiedge and

experience. -

p;esults showed that comprehension scores for seven of the ten
subjecis were clearly improved by the use of generative activities wpﬁ |
the A-B-A.B design providing evidence of a cause-effect relationship.
The results also showed that a short experience with generative
attivities wilt probably not produce permanent improvement. Thess

data support Witirock's model of generative learning and indicets R
may have practical utility in the clessroom.

AN INVESTIGATION OF LITERACY RELATED EXPERIENCES
OF PREKINDERGARTEN CHILDREN WHO DEMONSTRATE
KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT AND BOOKS OrderNo.DAB424258

Ruiz-Gomez, Daisy, €0.0. Columbia University Teachers College.
1984. 183pp. Sponsor: Dorothy Strickiand :

" A study was conducted to expiore the effect of the home and
school environment on young children’s language and In}uacy
development. Sixty-five preschool children from low socionconomic
settings were administered the Preschoolers’ Book Handling
Knowledge instrument. The five children who obtained the highest
scores were Chosen as subjects for the study. Case studies of the
subjects were conducted to acquireinformation on home and sg:hool
literacy-related experiences which had enhanced their prereading

oficiency.

g There xero four research quastions for the purpose of the study:
(1) What language experiences are progont iq the homes of children

published between 1978 and 1983. Realism was defined as six
categories of story content that psychologists over the past forty
years havs felt should 1ppear more frequently in basal reading
storie® 8 Six Categories were age spectrum (nor.-elementary and
young suult characters), conflict, aggression, life situations (birtn,
desth, eic.), negative emotions, and intailectual activities. One fourth
of the stories (203) in the primers and first, third and fifth readers was
randomly sampled.

Agoression and conflict were the least common categories of
reallam. At the third and fitth grade, negative feeling was the most
common realism category, and at the first grade, inteliectual activity
was most common. Six research liypotheses wers formulated and
tested at the .05 level of confidence using Student'a t-test. Stories in
frequently state adopled reading series were found to have the same
lavel of realism as stories in less trequently adopted series. Stories
with female major characters were found 10 have the same level of
realism a3 stories without female major characters. Stories with
minority group maor characters (Blacks, Hispanics, Native
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~ho demonsirate knowieage adout 0ooxs and pnnt? (2) How and
threugh what means do p~rents of precocious prereaders of other
family me:nbers encouraye ianguage and literacy experierces?
{3) What are tha percepticns about and atlitudes toward reading o¢
children who are learning to read without formal instruction? (4) What
additional experiences and behavior supportive of language and
lteracy developmen® characterize ~voficient prereaders and their
home and school envizonment? Data were gathered through
cheervations and interviews with the parents, teachers, and the five
subjects and classified within five categories: writing-related events,
reading-related aclivities, verbal interaction, children's perceptions
about and ritutudes toward written language, and additional
experiences supportive of laxguage and literacy development.
Findings reveal.d that all language processes were prominantly
present in the homes of proficient prereaders and were enhanced by
environmental factors, such as availability of reading and writing
matarials, parents’ responsiveness to children's questions and
requests, the use ot reading and writing in functional situations,
modeiing, and reading alcud. Structure and an emotionally
nourishing atmosphere were two complementary patterns suppcortive
of language und literacy development observed in the environments
of proficient breraaders. The subjects demonstrated a positive
attitude toward reading. They were Jescribed as curious, alert, seif.
discipiined, hard workers, perfec.tianists, and leaders.

* The stidy presents evidence that precocious prereaders are also
competent in other language manifestationa, and that the home
environment piays an important role in their successful language and
literacy development. Findings suggest several implications for
parents and educators interested in providing stimulating settings for
young children's whole language learning.

EFFECTS OF READING-STUDY STRATEGIES ON READING
COMPREHENSION AND ATTITUOE TOWARD SCIENCE
OrderNo. DA8428610

Siapa, Ina GARRETT, E0.D. Avours University, 1984. 221pp. Director:
Jong P. Wright

In response to students’ deficiencies in processing content area
texts, reading experts have recommended reading-study strategies.
Although many authors of textbooks for elementary teachers have
recommendaed the SQ3R reading-study strategy, research findings do
not support the SQ3R method as being consistently superior to other

strategies. Thus, the purposes of this study were: (1) to compare the
efficacy of a teacher-directed reading-study strategy instruction upon
reading comprehension of science textual material and (2) to
determine if the reading-study strategies were differentially etective
for male and female, black and white students on measures of reading
cemprehension, science achievement, and student attitude toward
science.

The sample for the study was comprised of 401 sixth-grade
students. Instruments included the inmediate science content test,
the delayed science content test, the Ca/ifornia Achievement Test
(CAT) Reading Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension subtests,
and the Science Student Attitude. Survey,

Muttivariate and univariate analyses of variance using the Wilks'
lambda test of significance at the p % .08 level were used to analyze
the data. The multivariate F ratio for treatment condition main effec. |
was significant. Univariate analysis of the main effects for treatment
indicated that: (1) students in the teacher-directed reading-study
strategy group had more positive attitudes toward science than did
students in the independent reading-study strategy group, and
(@) control group students had more positive attitudes toward science
than did students in the independent reading-study strategy group.
However, differences among the three study groups on measures of
content achievement were not found to be statistically significant.

Results of this study suggested that, in light of the negative effect
of the independent reading-study strategy upon studenis’ attitudes
loward science, care shouki be exercised in the recornmendation and
selection of a reading-study strategy for use with slementary school
students. Othar conclusions and recommendations for future
ressarch were presented.

EFFECTS OF SC.{EMA.BUILDING VOCABULARY
INSTRUCTION ON WORD-MEANING KNOWLEDGE AND
READING COMPREHENSI(N Order No. DAB424658

STRACKBEIN, DEANNA LEE, PH.I). Arizona State University, 1884.
1683pp.

This stucy exumined the 1itferential effects of two methods of
schema-building word meaning instruction on the acquisition of
target word meanings and on literal and inferential comprehension
questions of 1ext in which the target words occurred.

The 71 fifth-grade subjects, designated as ab/e or /ess abia, were
randomly assigned to threa traatmunt conditions: (a) the Teacher.
Interaction treatinent, (b) the Dicionary-Context treatmant, and
(c) the Incidental-Reading (control) condition. Tha twe instructicoe.l
trestments were designed to facilitate a schematic connections
between students' prior knowiedge and the target words. Chiidren in
all three ,roups read the 30 target words in the context of a junior
novel

Four teachers presented the treatments in rotation. Achievement
in word meaning was assessed wi'h a 20-item multiple-choice word-
maaning tast and a 15-item sante)ice-anomaly i2st. Achievement in
comprehension was assessad with 10 literal comprehensicn
questions and 10 inferentiai comprehension questions.

Two analyses were performed using the data from the four
assessments. In Analysis 1 a repeated-measuires  NOVA was used to
compare proportions of corrent responses for all achievement
measu. e3. in Analysis 2 & repeated-measures ANOVA was used 1o
compare the number of correct responses 1o literal and in‘erential
comprehension questions.

The analyses revealed significant treatmant effects for both
instructional treatments [F(2,65) = 9.83,p = .0001). The first analysie
revealed a highly significant ditterance in word meaning and
comprehension for able students’ achievement [F(1,92) = 11.40, pe

0011] but no significant difference for the less able students. I» the
second analysis there was a significant interaction between treatment
and question type [F(2, 85) = 5.85,p = .005), which was accounted
for by the performance of students in each ‘reatment group on the
lest of literal comprehension [F(2, 68) = 4.41,p « 0158).

THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF ART AND READING
EDUCATION OrderNo. DA8425673

Sausex, Susan Lynny DoNAMOE, PH.D. The University of New Mexico,
1984. 214pp.

R wiis of national assessments indicated that higher Ievels of
lerri g in art and reading were needed. Resaarch on combined art
and reading programs indicaiad the possibility of a unique
interrelationship in which &rt and reading education could be
enhanced reciprocally. The focus of this study was on the
interrsiationship of art and reading so that subsequent theory,
research, and practice could be develcped systematically. Existing
combined programs did not contain a consistent educational
viewpoint about interrelated activities and learning in art and reading.

The specific purpose of the study was to develop a consistent
viewpoint for the interrelationship of art and reading education. The
result was pluralistic in that it emphasized each learner as having a
unique set of learning characteristics usually expressed by
dichotomies in the literature. Dichotomies about learne:
characteristics were used as a means of broadening perspectives and
creating alternatives for students which did not exist previously in art
and reading education.

Theories and research dealing with learning dichotomies were
exaniined and formed the basis of the viewpoint developed. A review
of brain hemisphere theory and research revealed potentials for
interhemispheric collaborstion, hemispheric compensation, and ful
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brain aclivity for eftective iearning. Theories and research in art and
reading sducation. s:gnified the need for an educational viewpoint
that wouid accommodate ail poles and position? on continua batweesn
dichotomous poles in an interreated art and reading program.

Philosophies and theories about the unigue nature of the an
process and learning wera examined and considered in relation to
reading processes and learning and were charted. From this orocess,
ant the resulting charts, a general descriplion of the responsibilitiss
and activities of the student and teacher were outlined consistent with
the nature of art and reading processes and the goals ot an
interrelatad art and reading education program.

The pluralistic viewpoint was expressed in terms of a saries of
conmstent guidelines to be used to structure systemalic research,
curriculum development, and methods for an interrelaied art and
reading education program. The combination of these guidelines
together in & pluraligtic viewpoint was a unique result of this study.

TEACHING VERY YOUNG CHILDREN TO READ AND SPELL
WITH COMBINED ROTE AND PHONETIC STRATEGIES:
ANALYSIS OF FACTORS AND CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING
TO SUCCESS OrderNo. DA8428091

Tana, Teany T., Eo.D. Brigham Young University, 1984. 86pp.
Chairman; Harvey B. Black

Children of ages 27 to 37 months were Individually instructed &
trained assistants and parents for a period of twenty weeks using
structural but personalized word recognition and phonetic spelling
approach. Relationships among instructional and environmental
factors and decoding, spelling and word recognition factors were
analy>ed. The results confirmed the hypothesis that very young
children taught by non-professional parents are capabile of acquiring
decoding skills, given sufficlent time on task. Decoding and spelling
were significantly related to time spent on phonic irstruction while
word recognition related only to total instructional time. Implicationa
for early home, nursery anct pre-school literacy instruction were
reviewed including its feasibility, effective procedures, and coat and
benefita.

MAINSTREAMING WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF READING
INSTRUCTION Order No. DAB41538R

TomLmson, Loutse M., Pu.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison,
1864. 330pp. Supervisar: Professor Wayne Otto

The purpose of this study was to examine and describe the
meanings which participants in the social context of mainstreaming
aftach to their participation in the teaching and learning of reading, by
whom and 10 what extent these meanings are shared and the degree
to which personal behaviors support personally expressed deliefs or
contradict them. The study was conducted in a school located in a
small Midwestern ci:,;. The participants were one regular teachar of
reading, twenty-four sixth and seventh graders, including seven .
mainstreamed students who were diagnosed as having exceptional
educational needs, and nine support persons. Dally observations,
interviews, audiotaping. behavior frequency recordings, notetaking,
and administration of the Nowicki-Strickland internal-External Scake
(NSIES) were used o coliect data. Daily observations were conducted
for two and one-hal months. The focus of the study was directed
toward determining (a) what type of interactions ook place in the
integrated regular clags-oom during reading instruction, (b) how the
teacher accommodated the exceptional and non-exceptional children
&8 8 group and as individuale, (c) how support persons contributed to
the mainstream process. and (d) what the children, teachers, and
support persons said they feit about themseives and about each
other.

Two one-hour interviews with the classroom teacher were
conducted. The purpose of the interviews with the teacher was to
obtain Information about the teacher's exprassed views of roles and
:ap::r;‘ubllt lios :dr:d o: the children, materials, and sSupport personnel

relation to reading instruction. The NSIES was al i
the teacher within this time frame, 44 8120 sdministered to

Two forty-minute interviews were conducted with each of thy
twenty-four students and! sach of the nine suppor persons o obtain
heir expreased views of roles and responsibilities and of each other,
the teachwr, and materials used in teaching reading.

The most important finding of the study was that the teacher, the
SuUppOrt persons, and the students differed in their {(a) expressed
views of roles, responsibilities, and seif concepts, (b) attitude toward
small group activity and (c) ratings of classroom characteristics
associated with regular vs. exceptional and internally va. exte
oriented students. The major contribution of the study is that the
obtained data provides detailed descriptions of the dynamics of the
social context whi h offer implications for improving
teaching/leaming reading within the integrated class.

ORAL READING OF HIGH AND LOW READING
ACHIEVEMENT FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS TAUGHT BY AN
INTEGRATED LANGUAGE ARTS APPROACH AND SKILLS
APPROACH TO READING OrderNo. DAB426498

WESELER, Many ELizASETH, Pu.D. The Ohio State University, 1984,
191pp. Adviser: Professor Sharon E, Fox

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of two well.
known methods of reading instruction (Skills and integrated
Language Arts) and two levels of resding achievement {high and low)
on fourth graders' reading strategies and pe: eptions of the reading
process. Children's reading strategies were assessed using the
Reading Miscue Inventory. and their reading perceptions were
evaluated based on three approaches to reading (Phonics, Skills, end
Integrated Language Arts). The present study differed from most prior
research in providing reading materials which were at appropriate
ingtruct!onll levels for each child. Additionally, teachers’ theoretical
onentations to reading were assessed to confirm that children
received sither a Skills or an Integrated Language Arts program,
Results reveaied that instructional programs did not produce
significant differences in children's reading strategies, bu! did
produce sirnificant differences in how the children perceived the twe
prugrame. - \e other hand, children in the two programs described
their own 1 eading strategies simierly. Results pertaining to
achisvement showed thers were no significunt differences between
the high and low reading achievers' perceptions of the reading
process. Significant differences between high and low raaders were
found for three of the ten reading sirategles studied: sound similarity,
grammatical function, and Y + P semantical acceptability. Furtner
investigation of the sampie revealed that the children were all readingy
t grade level or above and that several of the high and low achievers
were reading at the same grade level. Consequently, it is possible thes
thare were no truly low reading achievers in ¢his study. In addition, i
was hypothesized that thess chi'sren had received a range of reading
experiences outsice of school, since the children were living in a well-
educated community. Thess circumstances may have minimized the
diffarence between the achisvement and inetructional groups, and
therefore preciuded the finding of differences between these groupa.
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